Reading for Pleasure

Research has shown reading for pleasure is more of an indicator of a
child’s future success than their socio-economic background, and
reading for pleasure is strongly influenced by relationships between
teachers and children, and children and families.

At Downlands we strive for this success by having a library stocked with
a wide range of contemporary and classic books that cater for all of our
readers.

With recommendations from professionals, staff and pupils, we have
created our Downland Reading Spine. This is a list of books that we
encourage every pupil to have read thirty of by the time they leave us in
Year 11. We aim for six a year, and each pupil has their own reading
spine folder to tick off the books as they encounter them.

The list has something for everyone, at all stages of their reading
journey. It includes picture books, graphic novels and Barrington Stoke
books which are fantastic stories written by our best authors for readers
with dyslexia.

Encountering some of these books through the English curriculum and
dedicated tutor times, as part of the Personal Development curriculum,
all pupils will have succeeded in being able to ‘tick off books from the
reading spine. Sharing books in class and at home is a great way to
foster a love of reading, whether it is through listening to a story or
reading it, it all leads to greater well-being!

“Tiger Who Came to Tea — that’s a book! Look at the teapot page. | can
smell being read that. We were eating biscuits. It smells of Rich Tea
biscuits just when | see the cover.” Y8 pupil

Take a look at our reading spine and see which ones you recognise.

‘By feeding knowledge, imagination and by engaging empathy, reading
feeds children's growing humanity.” (Egmont)



