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Introduction 
Downland School is a maintained community special school for pupils aged between 11 and 16 who have an 
Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or a Statement of Special Educational Need (SSEN).  In most cases 
the primary identified need is Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) and behavioural difficulties. 
Though the majority of students have additional special educational needs such as autistic spectrum 
condition, AD(H)D, speech, language and communication difficulties, opposition defiance and attachment 
disorders.  We offer 90 day placements for pupils referred from the local authority.  Primarily our pupils 
come from Wiltshire, however, we have also educated pupils from BANES, Somerset and Hampshire. 

The school is situated on the southern edge of Devizes in beautiful countryside and opened in 1971.  We are 
a happy, friendly and inclusive school.  We are pleased to accommodate pupils with varying aptitudes and 
abilities and we are proud of the achievements and progress that all the pupils make.  The staff team work 
as a cohesive multidisciplinary unit to overcome barriers to learning and to provide stability, consistency 
and the highest quality of education and care guidance to support students to make accelerated learning 
gains. 

We promote the highest standards of educational achievement at all levels and provide a broad and 
balanced education experience, differentiated according to need. The success of the school is undoubtedly 
linked to the dedication of staff, engagement of parents/carers, our strong multiagency partnership work 
and our ability to motivate our pupils to help them re-define their attitudes and approaches to learning. 

We seek to ensure that, by the time our students leave us they emerge as self-confident individuals able to 
manage their own learning, equipped with the skills and competencies to successfully take the next steps in 
their lives. 

Our mission statement is Aspire, Achieve and Thrive. 

We believe that this Accessibility Plan is compliant with current legislation; the Equality Act 2010. 

Accessibility Plan 

Downland School is accessible, inclusive and has links to the local community.  The curriculum provides 
challenging and stimulating learning experiences, with realistic yet high expectations of standards, progress 
and achievement for all. 

Downland School will enable pupils and students to: 

 Make appropriate decisions and choices.

 Build effective relationships.

 Prepare themselves for the challenges of independent living and change.

 Develop a positive self-image and awareness of their rights and responsibilities.

 Be active participants in their learning.

 Learn to be effective communicators.

 Enhance their social understanding and the skills of citizenship.

 Manage their own behaviour appropriately.

 Enjoy life.

 Experience and learn about British values

 Experience a range of activities to develop their social, moral, cultural and spiritual understanding.

Access and School Policy and Procedures 
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We adhere to Equality Act of 2010 throughout all our policies and practice to ensure pupils access learning 
and the school environment. 

Access to the Curriculum 
We provide a differentiated curriculum. We ensure all pupils can access activities that we offer and 
adaptations to equipment and activities are made to fulfill this aim. For pupils to access the curriculum 
lessons are highly differentiated and take account of individual learning difficulties.  Priority is placed on 
pupil participation, as independently as is possible. Adults are clear about the learning objectives of the 
lesson, class and individuals.  Good communication is supported by the use of signing, symbols and low and 
high tech communication aids. All pupils have access to appropriate computer technology. 

We use adapted curriculum materials and sensory approaches for children with sensory impairments. 

As a school we encourage independence in our pupils and strive to ensure that they experience full and 
rewarding lives. 

The school will continue to seek and follow the advice of Educational Psychologists, specialist teacher 
advisers, OFSTED inspectors and appropriate health professionals to ensure barriers to learning are reduced 
and enable pupils to reach their full potential. 

Access to Information 
All information issued by the school aims to be user friendly. Newsletters letters incorporate photographs.  
We encourage parents and professionals to take up the offer of having communications sent to them 
electronically.  The school will make itself aware of local services, including those provided through the LA, 
for providing information in alternative formats when required or requested. 

Andrea Bizley 

Headteacher Chair of Governors 
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