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This policy draws on guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) and the Association of Chief 
Police Officers (ACPO) regarding drug-related matters in schools, as outlined in the 2012 document 
for local authorities, headteachers, school staff, and governing bodies. 

At Downland School, we are committed to fostering a safe environment for all community members. 
We take a strong stance against any individual or group that breaches our behaviour, drug, or anti-
bullying policies.  

Our school upholds human rights, and maintaining high standards of behaviour is a collective 
responsibility of everyone in the Downland School community.                                                                               
We recognise our legal obligations under the Equality Act 2010 concerning all protected groups, 
including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), and will consider their 
unique situations. Our goal is to equip all pupils to navigate a world where various drugs are present 
safely.  

Education and Prevention: 

We believe that providing young people with accurate knowledge is crucial.                                               
Therefore, we ensure that age-appropriate education and support are offered through Personal, 
Social, Health, and Economic Education (PSHEE), science lessons, tutor time, and assemblies.            
Pupils have indicated that they find the contributions from external educational organisations 
particularly beneficial.                                                                                                                                            
In response, we strive to provide this input from approved agencies regularly throughout their time at 
Downland School.                                                                                                                                                        
We also understand the significance of ongoing staff training, ensuring it is current and relevant to our 
context. 

Definition of a Drug: 

For the purpose of this policy, a drug is defined as any substance that alters the body's physical, 
emotional, or mental functions.  

This includes:  

- All illegal drugs as classified under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 

- All legal drugs, such as alcohol, tobacco, vapes, volatile substances (inhalants), ketamine, khat, 
alkyl nitrites (poppers), and new psychoactive substances (legal highs) 

- Over-the-counter and prescription medications 

- Drug paraphernalia, including canisters, grinders, rolling papers, filters, matches, lighters, and pipes  

Drugs on School Premises: 

The term "school premises" encompasses all areas within the property boundaries—buildings, 
outbuildings, playgrounds, and fields—and extends to vehicles and any venue managed by the school 
during school-related activities (e.g., school trips or visits) while the school is acting in loco parentis.  

This policy is applicable to all school staff, pupils, parents/carers, governors, and partner agencies 
working with the school.  

Medicines: 

The school has established procedures for administering medicines to ensure safety for everyone 
involved. Please refer to our Medication Policy for further details.  

Alcohol:  

Bringing alcohol onto school grounds or consuming it during the school day is strictly prohibited. Any 
adult (including staff, pupils, parents, carers, and visitors) found under the influence of alcohol will be 
asked to leave the premises and return later for the safety of the school community.                                                                                                                  



Parents will be requested to collect their children and are encouraged to seek immediate medical 
assistance.  

Smoking and Vaping:  

Smoking and vaping is prohibited on school premises at all times.                                                                    
Pupils are not allowed to bring smoking materials, such as matches and lighters, to school.                               
If a pupil is found in possession of these items, they will be confiscated, and parents will be notified.  

Illegal Drugs and Psychoactive Substances:  

The possession, use, or introduction of illegal drugs, new psychoactive substances, or related 
paraphernalia on school premises is strictly forbidden.                                                                                                     
Any attempt to glamorise or promote illegal drug use, whether in person or via social media, 
constitutes a serious violation of this policy.  

Solvents: 

The school will ensure that any potentially hazardous substances it permits are securely stored, and 
pupils will be supervised when they must handle them.                                                                                   
Possession of solvents by pupils is not allowed, and bringing such substances onto school grounds is 
a breach of this policy.  

 

Responses to Drug-Related Incidents: 

 A drug-related incident may include:  

- Discovering drugs or related paraphernalia on school premises 

 - Possession of illegal or unauthorised drugs by an individual on school grounds  

- Use of drugs by an individual on school property 

- Distribution of drugs on school premises 

- Disclosure of drug use by individuals 

 - Reports from pupils regarding drug use by parents, staff, or other pupils  

- Concealing drugs on school grounds for later retrieval 

 - Encouraging drug use  

Responses to these incidents must balance the needs of the individual pupil with those of the broader 
school community.                                                                                                                                          
Exclusion is not an automatic action for such incidents; however, it may be considered in severe 
cases involving serious or repeated behaviour, especially if allowing the pupil to remain poses a risk 
to the education, safety, or welfare of others.  

Typically, a member of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) will oversee the management of drug-
related incidents, along with the Designated Safeguarding Lead to provide support and liaise with 
external agencies.                                                                                                                                                                         
All incidents will be assessed and reported to the Headteacher, with documentation completed within 
24 hours.  

Drug Misuse Outside School Premises: 

In accordance with the Behaviour in Schools Advice for headteachers and staff (September 2022), 
the school may impose sanctions on pupils for drug misuse outside of school in cases where pupils: 

- Participate in school-organised or related activities 



- Travel to or from school  

- Are identifiable as pupils of the school 

 Measures may also be implemented for drug misuse at any time, regardless of the above conditions, 
if the misuse: 

 - Could disrupt the orderly operation of the school  

- Poses a threat to another pupil or member of the public 

 - Could negatively impact the school's reputation  

Individuals in Possession of Drugs:  

If a pupil or adult is found with unauthorised drugs on school premises, those drugs will be 
confiscated if possible. If the substance is suspected to be illegal, the school will consult with the 
police for guidance.                                                                                             

Illegal substances will be promptly handed over to the police for legal disposal and not retained. 
Parents and carers will be informed, unless it is deemed unsafe for the pupil.  

Confidentiality: 

Downland School strives to work collaboratively with parents and carers regarding any information or 
allegations of drug use.                                                                                                                                   
However, there may be times when it is not appropriate to involve them for safeguarding reasons 
(refer to our Child Protection Policy for more details).                                                                        
While complete confidentiality cannot be guaranteed, information shared in confidence will generally 
not be disclosed to others.   

If a pupil discloses drug use without medical authorisation, this information will not be used against 
them.                                                                                                                                                                             
Instead, the school will take measures to ensure the pupil's safety and well-being.                                                                                
Staff will follow guidance outlined in the Child Protection Policy and annual safeguarding training.  

 

Support for Pupils: 

The well-being of our pupils is our top priority. Intervention will occur if a pupil shows signs of risk 
related to drugs, whether their own use or that of their parents/carers.                                                  
We believe early intervention is essential.  

Possible interventions may include: 

- In-school support and advice from the Counsellor, School Nurse, Tutor, or safeguarding team  

- Referrals to specialised external agencies for assistance 

Right to Search: 

In accordance with the Searching, Screening, and Confiscation Advice for schools 2022, staff at 
Downland School have the authority to search pupils if they have reasonable grounds to suspect they 
are carrying offensive weapons, illegal substances, or other prohibited items.                                                      
Searches will be conducted by Senior Leadership Team members of the same gender, and parents 
and carers will always be notified afterward.                                                                                     
Downland School works closely with the communities Police Liaison Officers.                                                                                                  
If pupils engage in illegal activities, the police may become involved in searches and confiscation.  

The police will determine the appropriate legal actions to be taken. 

 



Links to Other Policies: 

 - Behaviour Policy 

 - Safeguarding Policy 
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